
Major events complementing Things of Beauty Growing 
include:

Thursday 10 May

On Show: contemporary ceramics in the Goodison gift
in the context of a historic museum collection
Study day

Monday 18 June

Things of Beauty Growing
Study day in partnership with Yale Center for British Art and 
Paul Mellon Centre for Studies in British Art

Major events complementing Flux: Parian Unpacked include:

Tuesday 6 March

How should we talk about civilisation?
Evening panel discussion

Monday 30 April

The museum is not neutral 
Study day

Complete details of these events in addition to lunchtime 
talks, workshops for families, children, young people, adults and 
the blind and partially sighted can be found online. Visit the 
exhibition pages on our website and view the related events:
www.fitzwilliam.cam.ac.uk/exhibitions

EVENTS

20 March – 17 June 2018

For almost one hundred years, British potters have led the way 
in re-inventing traditional ceramic forms. Things of Beauty 
Growing showcases the history and ongoing practice of one 
of the most dynamic art forms in the UK today, by tracing the 
changing nature of British studio pottery through the evolution 
of specific types of vessel: the moon jar, vase, bowl, charger, set, 
vessel, pot and monument. Featuring works from museums and 
private collections across the UK and America, the exhibition 
shows that studio pottery is a global story, with pots and potters 
travelling between Britain, continental Europe, Asia, Africa, and 
beyond.

This exhibition is the largest of its kind in recent times, with 
over 100 historic and contemporary ceramics by potters 
including Bernard Leach, Lucie Rie, Hans Coper, Edmund de 
Waal, Alison Britton, Grayson Perry and Julian Stair. As part of 
the exhibition, Clare Twomey’s monumental Made in China 
will be installed around the Museum. Comprising 80 large-
scale porcelain vases, it highlights the difference in labour 
conditions between East and West.

Things of Beauty Growing is a collaboration with Yale Center 
for British Art, New Haven (USA), where it was first displayed 
and co-curated by Martina Droth (Deputy Director of Research 
and Curator of Sculpture at YCBA); Glenn Adamson (Senior 
Research Scholar at YCBA); and Simon Olding (Director, Crafts 
Study Centre, University for the Creative Arts, UK).

The exhibition is accompanied by a catalogue of the same 
name, available to purchase from the Courtyard Shop.



F L U X
P A R I A N
UNPACKED
6 March – 1 July 2018

Who writes history? Whose histories define Britishness, and 
how does this change over time? Why do museums celebrate 
the lives of some people and ignore others?

Exploring themes of mass production, celebrity, colonialism 
and our notion of history, this impressive installation by ceramic 
artist and curator, Matt Smith, features over 100 sculptural 
Parian busts from the Glynn collection. Highlighting previously 
widely-celebrated 19th-century figures, Matt challenges the 
traditional reading of these figures and their achievements.
Parian is a fine, unglazed porcelain resembling marble. It is 
an unstable material, and the unpredictability of it provides a 
platform from which we can examine our changing views of 
history and our changing opinions of those individuals depicted 
– accepting that our understanding of the past is always in flux. 
New work in Parian made by Matt will also be placed around 
the galleries in the Museum, challenging us to look at the 
permanent collection in a new light. 

An illustrated catalogue is available to purchase from the 
Courtyard Shop.

The Glynn collection of over 300 pieces of Parian was accepted 
by HM Government in lieu of Inheritance Tax from the estate 
of G. D. V. Glynn, and allocated to The Fitzwilliam Museum in 
2016.

F R E E  A D M I S S I O N
OPEN
Tuesday – Saturday   10.00 – 17.00
Sundays & Bank Holidays 12.00 – 17.00
2 April, 7 & 28 May 

CLOSED
Mondays & Good Friday 30 March

Plan your visit at:
www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/visit

The Fitzwilliam Museum
Trumpington Street
Cambridge, CB2 1RB
Tel: 01223 332900
Email: fitzmuseum-enquiries@lists.cam.ac.uk
www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk
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