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For immediate release Sept 2020 

The Fitzwilliam Museum acquires three important paintings 
 

 

The Fitzwilliam Museum has acquired three important paintings: two delightfully solemn 

portraits of young boys by the Dutch artist, Adriaen van Ostade (1610-85), and a vibrantly 

imaginary Italianate coastal view by the Venetian painter, Francesco Guardi (1712-93). 
  

The paintings have been received from the estate of George Pinto under the Acceptance in Lieu 

scheme, which is administered by the Arts Council. It allows for the ownership of works of art to 

be transferred to the nation in lieu of inheritance tax. The Fitzwilliam Museum is extremely 

grateful to Christie's for their support in ensuring these works will now enhance our collection. 
 

Educated at Trinity College, Cambridge, George Pinto (1929-2018) was a merchant banker who 

served as director of Kleinwort Benson. A passionate and distinguished art collector, he was a 

life member of the Fitzwilliam Museum’s Marlay Group, a patron of the National Gallery and 

trustee of the Wallace Collection. A generous and engaging individual, he was fondly described 

by colleagues as ‘an eccentric’. He died aged 89 in a road accident. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Born in Haarlem, Adriaen van Ostade was one of the most prolific seventeenth-century Dutch 

painters of peasant scenes, taverns and village fairs. He also painted a number of portraits, 

including these two unidentified boys. Both were executed in the 1660s, when Ostade had 

adopted a fine painting technique as practised by the Leiden school of fijnschilders (literally 

‘fine painters’), a group of artists who painted their subjects with meticulous attention to detail. 

 

The Fitzwilliam already has two paintings and four drawings by Ostade, as well as a significant 

collection of over eighty prints, all of which depict his more typical subject matter of jovial 

peasants. These two portraits, of a kind rarely seen in public collections, will now better 

represent Ostade’s oeuvre within Cambridge and the UK. 

 

 

 

 
Adriaen Jansz. van Ostade (1610-1685), 

Portrait of a Boy, three-quarter-length, holding gloves 

 
Adriaen Jansz. van Ostade (1610-1685), 

Portrait of a Boy, three-quarter-length, holding a hat 



 

 Trumpington Street, Cambridge, CB2 1RBTrumpington Street, Cambridge, CB2 1RBTrumpington Street, Cambridge, CB2 1RBTrumpington Street, Cambridge, CB2 1RB    
www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk 

PPPPrrrreeeessssssss    OOOOffffffffiiiicccceeee::::  press@fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk | 01223 332941 
 

 

After Canaletto, Francesco Guardi was the most prominent painter of Venetian views in the 

eighteenth century. From 1770, his brushwork became looser and freer, and he used a lighter 

colour palette, as seen in this painting.  

 

His views also became less topographically accurate; instead he preferred to paint imaginary 

architecture in a state of ruin within a picturesque setting. Mostly small in format, these 

capricci were very popular with Venetian collectors who preferred their sense of invention to 

topographically exact views of the city. There are four paintings and two drawings by Guardi in 

the collection; this painting will stand out as the Museum’s finest example of his imaginary 

subjects. 

 

Culture Minister, Caroline Dinenage said:  

"I am very pleased that the Fitzwilliam Museum will be receiving three wonderful works thanks 

to the Acceptance in Lieu scheme. It is great news that these works will be returning to 

Cambridge, where their original owner was educated, so they can inspire a new generation of 

students." 

 

Luke Syson, Director of the Fitzwilliam Museum, said:  

‘’George Pinto was an undergraduate at Trinity College, Cambridge, just a stone’s throw from 

the Fitzwilliam, and he was always a generous supporter of the Fitz through his membership of 

our Marlay Group. Now, thanks to his life-long connoisseurship, and of course the entirely 

admirable Acceptance in Lieu Scheme, these lively, delicate works now come to the Fitz for our 

public to enjoy for generations to come. ‘’ 

 

Edward Harley, OBE, Chairman, Acceptance in Lieu Panel, said:  

“I am delighted to announce that three pictures from the collection of the late George Pinto 

have been acquired through the Acceptance in Lieu scheme and allocated to the Fitzwilliam 

Museum in Cambridge. The pair by van Ostade, the first portraits by the artist to enter a 

collection in the UK, as well as an exquisite capriccio by Guardi, show that Acceptance in Lieu is 

a means for museums and galleries to acquire the very best works of art.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Francesco Guardi (1712-1793)  

A capriccio: ruined building by the coast, with figures 
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Notes to editors 

  

Accepted in lieu of Inheritance Tax by HM Government from the estate of George Pinto and 

allocated to the Fitzwilliam Museum, 2020 - in this case it settled £384,803 of tax. 

  

Details of the works are as follows: 

Adriaen Jansz. van Ostade (1610-1685), Portrait of a Boy, three-quarter-length, holding a hat; 

and Portrait of a Boy, three-quarter-length, holding gloves the second signed and dated ‘A V. 

Ostage 1665’ (lower right, ‘A V’ in ligature), oil on oak panel 8⅝ x 6⅜in. (21.8 x 16.2cm), 

including original additions at the bottom of 1⅛in. These two portraits settled £226,936 of tax. 

 

Francesco Guardi (1712-1793) A capriccio: ruined building by the coast, with figures signed ‘Frc 

Guardi’ (lower left) oil on canvas  20⅞ x 21⅛in. (53.1 x 53.4cm.) This painting settled £157,867 

of tax. 

 

The Acceptance in Lieu scheme is administered by the Arts Council. The Acceptance in Lieu 

Panel, chaired by Edward Harley OBE, advises on whether property offered in lieu is of suitable 

importance and offered at a value which is fair to both nation and taxpayer. AIL allows those 

who have a bill to Inheritance Tax to pay the tax by transferring important cultural, scientific or 

historic objects to the nation.  Material accepted under the scheme is allocated to public 

collections and is available for all. In the last decade this important government initiative has 

brought over £370m worth of treasures into public ownership for the enjoyment of all - see 

more at: https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/tax-incentives/acceptance-lieu 

 

The Arts Council is the national development agency for creativity and culture.  By 2030 we 

want England to be a country in which the creativity of each of us is valued and given the 

chance to flourish and where everyone of us has access to a remarkable range of high quality 

cultural experiences.  Between 2018 and 2022, we will invest £1.45 billion of public money from 

government and an estimated £860 million from the National Lottery to help deliver this vision.  

www.artscouncil.org.uk 

 

-Ends- 

 

For all enquires please contact Emma Shaw Fitzwilliam Museum Communications : 

+44 (0) 1223 332 941 | ehs33@cam.ac.uk |07788 727 601 
Notes to editors:  

About the Fitzwilliam Museum 

Founded in 1816 the Fitzwilliam Museum is the principal museum of the University of Cambridge and lead partner 

for the University of Cambridge Museums (UCM) Major Partner Museum programme, funded by The Arts Council. 

It houses over half a million objects from ancient Egyptian, Greek and Roman artefacts, to medieval illuminated 

manuscripts, masterpiece paintings from the Renaissance to the 21st century, world class prints and drawings, and 

outstanding collections of coins, Asian arts, ceramics and other applied arts. The Fitzwilliam is an internationally 

recognised institute of learning, research and conservation. 

 

www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk  

 

The Fitzwilliam Museum, Trumpington Street, Cambridge CB2 1RB | Free admission 

OPEN: Tuesday – Saturday: 10.00 - 17.00, Sundays and Bank Holiday Mondays: 12.00 – 17.00; CLOSED: 24-26 & 31 

December, 1 January, Good Friday Business Partners The Museum is supported by our Business Partners during 

2019; TTP Group plc, and Brewin Dolphin. 


